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OHA Supports Bipartisan 
Sportsmen’s Act of 2014

 OHA sent letters to Oregon’s Senators 
in Washington, D.C., asking for their sup-
port of the Bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act 
of 2014. The bill, S.2363, protected and 
enhanced opportunities for recreational 
hunting, fishing and shooting. In a let-
ter sent to Oregon Senators Wyden and 
Merkley, OHA outlined its support for 
the legislation. In part, the letter read:
 “S.2363 would help to protect and 
increase wildlife conservation fund-
ing through the Pittman-Robertson 
Trust Fund, to the benefit of sportsmen 
throughout Oregon and the country. 
Currently, $8.6 billion is raised annually 
through excise tax payments on ammuni-
tion and is distributed through the states 
via the Pittman-Robertson fund. 
 In addition, this bill would address the 
anti-hunting groups’ efforts to force a ban 
on traditional ammunition made of lead 
components. This bill would clarify that 
ammunition is excluded from regulation 
by the EPA, and the measure would: 
• Authorize states to charge up to 90 per-
cent, instead of the current 75 percent, of 
the costs of acquiring land for expanding 
or constructing a public target range to 
its allotted Pittman-Robertson funds. In 
other words, the bill would allow states 
to move forward on a project with only 
a 10-percent match as opposed to the 
current 25-percent requirement.
• Allow Pittman-Robertson funds allotted 
to a state to remain available and accrue 
for five fiscal years, rather than the cur-
rent two years, for use in acquiring land 
for expanding or constructing a public 
target range.
 These are important provisions of 
the bill, as any lead ban would devastate 
hunting and shooting sports participation, 
drive up ammunition prices on average 

by almost 200 percent and dry up conser-
vation funding.”
 S.2363 was debated on the floor of the 
Congressional Senate for two days with 
a final vote taken on July 10. The bill 
failed to pass by a vote of 41 Yeas and 
56 Nays. Oregon Senators Merkley and 
Wyden voted for the bill. It is unlikely 
that the bill will come up again this year.  

OHA member Tyler Dungannon 
helped ODFW and OSU capture 
sage grouse in July and fit them 
with GPS transmitters that will study 
the nesting habits of the birds in 
response to wildfires.

OHA Develops Position 
on Sage Grouse Hunting

 As discussions continue on the fight to 
stop the listing of Oregon’s sage grouse, 
the question of whether hunters should 
be allowed to continue to hunt grouse in 
Oregon has been raised.
 To address this part of the debate, the 
OHA Board at its July 12 meeting ad-
opted a position statement on the subject 
of hunting sage grouse in Oregon. In part, 
the OHA position statement reads:
 “The Oregon Hunters Association 
strongly encourages the continuation of 

sage grouse hunting seasons. The harvest 
of sage grouse within the current param-
eters is not only biologically justifiable, 
but is also essential for the continued 
scientific management of our largest na-
tive game bird.
 “Standard management practices al-
low for a harvest of 20 percent or more of 
a given population of upland game birds 
yearly. This not only will maintain the 
population levels of the birds, but will al-
low for the increase of populations when 
the proper environmental conditions are 
met.
 “Not only is the harvest of sage grouse 
by hunters biologically insignificant, it 
is essential for the data that it provides, 
information that is needed for the man-
agement of the birds.”
 Oregon’s sage grouse hunting is 
limited-entry and provides for a con-
servative two-bird season limit, which 
harvests only 3 percent of the adult birds 
each fall. The wings that hunters provide 
tell biologists age and gender, as well as 
whether a hen has nested successfully, 
which is the critical issue in maintaining 
sage grouse populations.
 As Oregon struggles with formulating 
a plan to keep the sage grouse from being 
listed, OHA will use this recently adopted 
position to protect Oregon’s right to hunt 
sage grouse.

A sage grouse takes wing in the 
Trout Creek Mountains, where fire 
burned crucial habitat in 2012.
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For complete details, visit OHA’s website:
www.oregonhunters.org/cougarcontest

Enter 
OHA’s Bear 
& Cougar 
Contest!

Bear season is open! Tag sale deadline is Oct. 3!
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AUGUST 2
Lincoln County Youth Day, 541-996-9984; 

Bend Crescent tree thinning, 541-330-0140

AUGUST 10
Klamath OHA’s FFA/4-H BBQ 541-331-0917

AUGUST 15
Klamath Chapter’s Gerber Reservoir youth 

antelope hunt BBQ 541-281-6518

AUGUST 16
Standard antelope season begins

AUGUST 16-17
OHA Columbia Basin Youth Bow Shoot 

541-379-6858

AUGUST 24
Standard antelope season closes

AUGUST 29
Bow tag sale deadline

AUGUST 30
Bow season opens

SEPTEMBER 1
Seasons open for forest grouse 

& W. Oregon quail

SEPTEMBER 13
OHA Lake County guzzler project 

541-947-3231

SEPTEMBER 20-21
OHA Lincoln County Flynn Creek weekend 

meadow project 541-265-7466;
OHA Columbia Basin Youth Pheasant Hunt 

541-276-2344

SEPTEMBER 28
General bow season ends

OCTOBER 3
Tag deadline for rifle deer, bear & cougar

OCTOBER 4
Deer rifle season opens statewide

 Archers and bow hunters of all skill 
levels are welcome at ODFW’s new 
E.E. Wilson Archery Park at EE Wilson 
Wildlife Area (29555 Camp Adair Road, 
Monmouth), which is now open to the 
public.
 The new Archery Park offers a five-
target range for beginners that can ac-
commodate up to 10 shooters. There is 
also an eight-target general range for up 
to 16 shooters at a time.
  The Archery Park is open from sun-
rise to sunset, seven days a week. Using 
the range is free, though visitors need to 
have a wildlife area parking permit and 
bring their own archery equipment. Park-
ing permits are free with the purchase of 
an annual Oregon hunting license or $7 
daily/$22 annually. Permits need to be 
purchased online or at a license sales 
agent prior to visiting the archery range.  
  Organizations may also be able to re-
serve the archery range for special events. 
Contact E.E. Wilson Wildlife Area at 
(541) 745-5334 for more information.
  The E.E. Wilson Archery Park was 
built using grant funds from the federal 
Wildlife Restoration Program, which 
collects excise taxes on the purchase of 
firearms, ammunition and archery equip-
ment. It then distributes these funds to 
states for programs that improve wildlife 
habitat, support wildlife management, 
promote hunting and recreational shoot-
ing or teach hunter education.

  The range perimeter fence was built 
by volunteers from the Oregon Hunter 
Association’s Capitol Chapter.
  “Archery is fun and growing in 
popularity,” said Chris Willard, ODFW 
recruitment and retention coordinator. 
“This new public range in the mid-Wil-
lamette Valley will provide recreational 
archers and bowhunters a place to work 
on their skills.”
  To find out where else you can prac-
tice archery in Oregon, visit ODFW’s 
www.oregonshootingmap.com   
 

New Archery Range Opens at E.E. Wilson

A youngster launches an arrow at 
E.E. Wilson’s new archery range. 

Win 1 of 
4 great 
optics 
prizes!


